MISSOURI ANNUAL CONFERENCE
of the United Methodist Church

MISSION

Leading congregations to lead people to actively follow Jesus Christ.

The FIVE EXPECTATIONS The FIVE PRACTICES of
we have of each other: Fruitful Congregations:

Christ-centered Radical Hospitality

Fruitfulness Passionate Worship

Excellence Intentional Faith Development
Accountability Risk-Taking Mission and Service
Collaboration Extravagant Generosity

VISION

Growing fruitful, vibrant congregations, changing lives through Jesus Christ.
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WELCOME TO MISSOURI!

We are a wonderfully diverse state located in the heart of the United States. From the rolling plains of
the north to the Ozark hill country in the south, we offer a wide array of beautiful settings in which to live.
Lewis and Clark began their explorations here, as did the Pony Express riders, and the pioneers who
headed west on the Santa Fe, California, and Oregon Trails. We gave birth to the Interstate highways,
and it was here that Mark Twain traveled the Mississippi River. You will find major metropolitan areas
such as St. Louis and Kansas City, significant entertainment areas such as Branson and the Lake of the
Ozarks, and thriving sub-metropolitan cities like Springfield, St. Joseph, Columbia, Joplin, Jefferson City,
and Cape Girardeau. If you like rural areas, our state is fertile with a host of small towns and communi-
ties that are surrounded by crop land that helps feed the world.

The Missouri Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church offers that same diversity. The early
Methodists began their work here long b’sln idagand the Missouri Conference is the moth-
er of all annual conferences west of the $ doing a new thing as United Methodists.

You can see the new in a mission statement tﬁm that we exist to serve local congregations.
We are focused on establishing new congreg eas where the population is shifting. We are

working with existing congregations to find new ways to bear fruit by reaching new people. We are teach-
ing one another, and we are learning from one another. We have a center for pastoral excellence de-
signed to strengthen our pastoral leaders, and we have a center for congregational excellence designed
to ignite the vitality within our congregations. The annual conference is leading the way in teaching about
five practices of fruitful congregations. We are working out new models of being in ministry with college
students. Our safe sanctuaries program of providing safe environments for children and youth is charting
the path that others are following.

Much of what we are doing these days is with compass in one hand and trail-blazing tools in the other.
Like Lewis and Clark, we are taking the first steps into what United Methodism must become for the
future that is before us. It is not an easy task. It requires courage and a willingness to walk into the un-
known.

We believe that we will only see the future if we dare to step toward it. If you are filled with the same
hopeful and daring spirit, we invite you to join us!

MISSOURI ANNUAL CONFERENCE
of the United Methodist Church

3601 Amron Court Toll-free 877-736-1806 www.moumethodist.org
Columbia, Missouri 65202 Phone 573-441-1770 www.fivepractices.org
Fax 573-441-1780
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